94              GENERAL    FRANCO
" Heroes of the Alcazar/1 Franco addressed the
survivors, " your example will live throughout the
centuries, because you have been able to uphold with
your bravery the glories of the Empire through
which you became strong.
" The nation owes eternal acknowledgment to all
of you. The book of history is too small for the
greatness of your deeds. You have exalted your
people and you have raised Spain to new heights,
giving it unfading glory, I greet you and embrace
you in the name of our country, and I bring to you
its gratitude and its recognition of your heroism;
and I wish to announce that as a reward for your
sacrifice the Laureate has been conferred upon you,
upon Colonel Moscardo and collectively upon all
the defenders. Long live Spain!"
The defenders' feat had certainly been remarkable,
Its moral example was unequalled. But it had in
addition a distinctly practical value. By refusing
to surrender and so diverting to some extent the
Government forces in the town, the Alcazar had
_ enabled the Nationalists to make an entry. Only
by taking Toledo could the road to Madrid be
opened.
While Franco was engaged in directing an army
and in Ms heroic rhetoric, it had become increasingly
clear to .afl .who had a hand in the direction of
the Nationalist movement, that its very nature
demanded for success the appointment of ,a.leader,
who should be given supreme power, and who should